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25th year of the FAITH, REASON AND WORLD AFFAIRS SYMPOSIUM
Tuesday, Sept 13-Wednesday, Sept 14, 2011
Concordia College-Moorhead, MN

In these times of economic pressures, the arts are sometimes deemed luxuries. To some, the arts cause unrest and may even be considered dangerous, especially in a polarized socio-political climate.  Others argue that the arts are crucial to our humanity, that artists serve as catalysts to improve society. 
The arts are often viewed as an impractical choice for students.  Students can more readily see ways that they can contribute to the world through the social sciences, natural sciences, and business, health, or education professions; many struggle to see how the arts and humanities can affect world affairs.    This symposium will help students to engage the question of the role of the artist in society, to better understand how artists can “become responsibly engaged in the world.”  
The symposium will address a three-prong debate: on the themes of Inspiration, Issues, and Impact.  What inspires today's artists and their audiences?   Do you approach art primarily from a formalist perspective toward the object of expression, or do you approach it with a desire for achieving a particular message or supporting a social commitment? Should artists step outside their artistic work, using their recognition as an artist for a platform from which to address social issues?  What rights or responsibilities are involved in such actions?  What impact does art actually have on community from a societal and economic perspective?  Does the presence or absence of artistic expression and appreciation signal anything about the health and welfare of a community?
Concurrent Sessions will last one hour and be repeated once.  We will consider two levels of proposals: those that provide opportunities for artists to create, refine, perform and exhibit their work; and proposals by academics, organizations, or others who can reflect on the role of the artist in society.  We expect that creative artists will both perform/present their artistry and reflect upon it in relation to the themes.  In your proposal, please indicate which category would most closely match your performance/presentation: Visual Arts and Film Media, Performing Arts (theatre, music, dance), Literary Arts (literature, storytelling, journalism), Arts Beyond the Box (business, government, science, etc.).  
Concurrent session proposals should be sent to Dr. Dawn Duncan at duncan@cord.edu.  Proposals are due by March 15, 2011.  Selection will be completed by May 30, 2011.  


Concurrent Session Proposal	
Name:
Address:
Phone:
E-mail:
Affiliated Organization (if applicable):
Title of Performance/Presentation:
Category for Session: (check most appropriate category)

	Visual Arts and Film Media
 	Performing Arts (theatre, music, dance)
	 Literary Arts (literature, storytelling, journalism)
	 Arts Beyond the Box (business, government, science, etc.).  
Description of Session:


Type of space (studio, classroom, computer lab, open space, etc):
Technical Needs:

